Atrial fibrillation: extending basic science to clinical frontiers.
Basic research in atrial fibrillation is advancing with enormous speed, extending the boundaries from research in intact tissues, to cellular electrophysiology and to molecular biology. Never before has the need been greater for a true 'bench to bedside' approach to research. The basic researchers need to understand the potential clinical relevance of their work so that their efforts may be directed to areas of clinical impact. On the other hand, the clinician needs the aid of the basic researcher to help solve some of the vexing clinical problems. Emphasizing the need for this liaison, this paper discusses problems confronted by the clinician and suggests areas of basic research that may help answer the frustration of the clinician in dealing with patients with atrial fibrillation.